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None of the available prior art documents disclose a 
thrust bearing having the claimed characteristics, i.e. 
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A self-powered centrifugal separator 
(10), for separating particulate contaminants 
from a liquid lubricant of an automobile 
engine, includes a rotor container (24) 
rotatable about an axle (16) to which it is 
journalled by bushes (31 and 32). When the 
engine is running, a film of pressurised liquid 
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